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SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

The Farmworkers Institute of Education and Leadership Development, Inc 
FIELD BOARD OF DIRECTORS &  

EPIC BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING  

Tuesday, October 7, 2025, at 9:00 am  

Location:  
Farmworkers Institute of Education & Leadership Development, Inc 

66765 Two Bunch Palm Trails, (Community Room)  
Desert Hot Springs, CA 92240  

Zoom Meeting/Teleconference Location:   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83939162324  

By phone: +16694449171 Meeting ID: 839 3916 2324  

1. CALL TO ORDER IN OPEN SESSION   
1.1 Voting members: Meeting called to order at 9:00 am 

Dr. Jesse Ortiz, Chair (Present) 
Yovani Jimenez, Vice-Chair (Present) 
Patrick Pine, Treasurer (Present, by video conference with cause) 
Will Marcencia (Present) 
Cynthia Moreno (Present) 

1.2 Non-Voting:  
Joseph Casas, General Counsel (Present by video conference) 
Kelly Rooksby, Retained Counsel  (Present by video conference) 
Vanessa Ali, Interim President/CEO (Secretary to Board) (Present) 

2. SALUTE TO THE FLAG/FARMWORKER POEM  
​ ​ Dispensed with the salute to the Flag and Farmworker Poem 
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT  

The FIELD/EPIC Board welcomes public comment on issues within the jurisdiction of the  
organization. Each speaker is limited to three minutes with a maximum of twenty  minutes 
allowed for public comment, the Board chair may extend this time. This is a  comment period 
only, and the law does not allow the Board to take action on any item  not explicitly posted on 
the agenda in advance. However, Board members may ask for  clarification, briefly respond to 
questions, refer concerns to staff, and/or request that an item be placed on a future agenda.  

 
3.1 Public Comment- None 

 



 
      

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
4.1 Action Item   
 

Moved:  Moreno 
Seconded: Marcencia 
Discussion: None 
Vote: Ayes: Ortiz, Moreno, Jimenez, Pine, Marcencia. Nays: 0 Abstain: 0 
Motion passed 5.0 

 
5. CLOSED SESSION Meeting called to order at 9:10 am 

5.1 Public Employee Discipline/Dismissal/Release pursuant to Government Code  54957; 
Title: President/CEO  

6. OPEN SESSION Meeting called back to order at 10:05 am 
6.1 Report of Any Action Taken in Closed Session pursuant to Government Code  54957.1  

●​ Board made decision to take action to move forward with termination with cause for 
the President/CEO, she will remain on paid administrative leave until expressly 
notified of her termination. 
 
Vote: Ayes: Jimenez, Pine, Moreno, Ortiz. Nays: 0 Abstain: Marcencia 
Motion passed 4.1 

7. ADJOURNMENT Meeting called adjourned at 10:06 am 
Next Regular Meeting: Friday, October 24 2025, at 2:00 p.m. FIELD/EPIC Office, 2240 S. Union 

Ave., Bakersfield, CA 93307  

Special meeting agenda was posted at least 24 hours in advance at FIELD/EPIC Office,  
66765 TWO BUNCHS TRAIL, DESERT HOT SPRINGS, CA 93215 
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