
 
 
 
 
 

 

​ ​ ​ ​  
MINUTES 

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 
 

   The Farmworkers Institute of Education and Leadership Development, Inc 
FIELD BOARD OF DIRECTORS & 

EPIC BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Monday, April 13, 2026 @ 8:30 am 
 

Location:  
Farmworkers Institute of Education & Leadership Development, Inc. 

2240 S. Union Avenue 
Bakersfield, CA 93307 

 
Teleconferencing Locations 

 
Zoom Meeting/Teleconference Location:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86365474761 

   By Phone: (669) 900-9128 Meeting ID: 863 6547 4761 
 

NOTE: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act if you need special assistance to participate in the meeting, 

please contact us 48 hours prior to the meeting.​               

ON THE WEB: Agendas may be viewed at www.farmworkersinstitute.org 

1.CALL TO ORDER IN OPEN SESSION 

1.1  Roll Call – Voting Members  meeting called to order at 8:33 pm 
Yovani Jimenez, Chair (Present) 
Patrick Pine, Treasurer (Present) 
Will Marcencia  (participated remotely under “Just Cause” provisions of Government Code §54953, general reason 
provided, confirmed no other adults present) 
Cynthia Moreno (Present) 
Dr. Jesse Ortiz (Present) 
  

       1.2  Non-voting Member 
Vanessa Ali, Interim President/CEO  (Present by video conference) 
Joseph Casas, General Counsel (Present) 

  
2.0   ​ PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
​ Resited by Patrick Pine 
​  

Staff present:  
Susana Navarro-Llamas 
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3.0   ​ APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

3.1   Approval of  Agenda  (Action) 
 ​ Moved:  Moreno 

Seconded: Pine 
Discussion: None 
Vote:  Jimenez, Ortiz, Pine, Marcencia, Moreno. Nays: 0 Abstain: 0 
Motion passed 5.0 

 
4.0   ​ PUBLIC COMMENT  

4.1   Public Comment on Closed Session item. (Govt. Code 54956)      
●​  None​  

 
Chair Yovani Jimenez moved a closed agenda item to open session. The item is the discussion and consensus on 
the competencies, qualities, and characteristics the board desires in a permanent President/CEO led by Dr. 
Francisco Rodriguez.  

Dr. Rodriguez facilitated a mission-driven discussion with the board to define the profile of its next President and 
CEO, reaffirming the organization’s commitment to education, career opportunities, social and economic mobility, 
and its core values of opportunity, integrity, innovation, and stewardship through the transformative impact of the 
EPIC and conservation programs. 

5.0   ​ CLOSED SESSION - Closed session began at 9:35 am 
5.1   Public Employee Appointment/Employment (Govt. Code 54957) 

        ​          Title:  FIELD/EPIC President/CEO 
 
Moved:  Moreno 
Seconded: Pine 
Discussion: None 
Vote:  Jimenez, Ortiz, Pine, Marcencia, Moreno. Nays: 0 Abstain: 0 
Motion passed 5.0 

  
6.0   ​ RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION: Reconvened open session at 12:30 pm 

6.1   Report of any action taken in closed session (Govt. Code 54957.1)  
 
The board has decided to conclude its current recruitment of the FIELD/EPIC President/CEO. The board will 
continue on addressing this process at our next meeting. In addition, Attorney Mike Tucker will guide this board on 
this topic going forward. 

  
7.0   ​ PUBLIC COMMENT - None 
  
8.0   ​ APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

8.1   Approval of Agenda (Action) 
 
Moved:  Ortiz 
Seconded: Pine 
Discussion: None 
Vote:  Jimenez, Ortiz, Pine, Marcencia, Moreno. Nays: 0 Abstain: 0 
Motion passed 5.0 
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9.0   ​ GOVERNANCE INFORMATION/DISCUSSION/ACTION (FIELD/EPIC) 
 
9.1   Bylaws (attached) approved January 16, 2026 

        ​         ​  
a. Article  V: Section 5.1 (pg. 5):   Nomination/Vote of Vice-Chair 

​  
Moved: Moreno moved to nominate Dr. Jesse Ortiz as Vice-Chair 
Seconded: Marcencia 
Discussion: None 
Vote:  Jimenez, Ortiz, Pine, Marcencia, Moreno. Nays: 0 Abstain: 0 Motion passed 5.0 
b. Article 1:  Section 1.1  (pg. 1) – Potential Amendment 
Moved:  Pine moved to remove  “Cesar Chavez”  from this section of the Bylaws. 
Seconded: Moreno 
Discussion: None 
Vote:  Jimenez, Ortiz, Pine, Marcencia, Moreno. Nays: 0 Abstain: 0 
Motion passed 5.0 
 
c. Article 1:  Section 1.2  (pg. 1) – Potential  Amendment 
Moved: Pine moved to remove “Cesar Chavez” after  “Escuela Popular Instituto Campesino” in the 
referenced section of the bylaws.  
Seconded: Moreno 
Discussion: None 
Vote:  Jimenez, Ortiz, Pine, Marcencia, Moreno. Nays: 0 Abstain: 0 
Motion passed 5.0 
 
d. Article IV: Section 4.15 (b) (pg. 4 & 5) – Potential Amendment 
Moved: Moreno moved to add the language “in consultation with the board Executive Committee” in the 
referenced section of the bylaws.  
Seconded: Ortiz 
Discussion: Mr. Casas recommended that Mr. Tucker review the bylaws and provide guidance on how the 
section should be written.  
Vote:  Jimenez, Ortiz, Marcencia, Moreno. Nays: 0 Abstain: 1, Pine 
Motion passed 4.0 
 
Under Article IV, Section 4.15(b) (pages 4–5) 
The Board recommended omitting the final sentence, which reads: determination of the general counsel 
shall be final and not appealable to any other body, officer, or agent of FIELD.  
 
Moved: Moreno  
Seconded: Ortiz 
Discussion: None 
Vote:  Jimenez, Ortiz, Marcencia, Moreno. Nays: 0 Abstain: 1, Pine 
Motion passed 4.0 

 
10.0 ​ CESAR CHAVEZ ENVIRONMENTAL CORPS INFORMATION/DISCUSSION/ACTION (FIELD/EPIC) 

10.1   Ad Hoc Committee Update: Conservation Name Change  
 
Moved: Pine moved to proceed with removing the “Cesar Chavez” name from any of our Conservation 
Corps branding.  
Seconded: Moreno 
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Discussion:   
●​ Reconnect with partners who left due to concerns about the current name and address directly 
●​ Restore the original “Kern Services and Conservation Corps” identity 

Vote:  Jimenez, Ortiz, Pine, Marcencia, Moreno. Nays: 0 Abstain:  
Motion passed 5.0 

 
 ​ Dr. Ortiz proposed a special board meeting on April 29, 2026, from 10-12 pm. 
 
11.0 ​ ADJOURNMENT - Meeting adjourned at 12:58 pm 

11.1 Adjournment 
Next Regular Meeting Date: Monday, May 18, at 2:00 p.m. FIELD/EPIC Office, 2240 S. Union Ave., Bakersfield, CA 
93307 
  

The special meeting agenda was posted at least 24 hours in advance at FIELD/EPIC Office, 2240 S. Union Ave., Bakersfield, 
CA 93307 and on the website.(Govt. Code 54956) 
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