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Proposal

World Music & Culture: Listening Across Cultures

1. Who Is Proposing to Teach
Dr. Kristine Dizon is Founder of the Music & Language Learning Center and currently serves as a Banting Postdoctoral
Fellow at Concordia University, Montréal. She is a Fulbright Scholar and recipient of the Portuguese Science &

Technology Foundation award.

Dr. Dizon is an internationally recognized educator and professional musician with teaching experience across four
continents. Her approach emphasizes culturally responsive instruction, accessibility, and student empowerment.

2. Who She Is Proposing to Teach

Adult learners (18+) enrolled in EPIC High School programs, particularly students working toward their high school
diploma within the academic track.

The course will be offered as an elective and made accessible virtually to students across all EPIC sites statewide (up to 16
additional charter locations).

Estimated enrollment:

e Target cohort: 15-30 students
e Capacity: Flexible due to virtual format and multi-site access

3. What She Is Teaching

World Music & Culture: Listening Across Cultures is an introductory music arts course designed to fulfill EPIC’s grant
objective of offering music instruction to adult learners.

The course explores:

Music and social change

Cultural heritage and national identity
Cross-cultural influence

Music as political and public expression

Students will engage with both historical and contemporary examples, including:

e Super Bowl performances as cultural platforms
e Beyoncé and political visibility
e Bad Bunny and heritage representation



A FIELD

EPIC HIGH SCHOOL

e Lady Gaga and reinterpretation of American cultural icons

The course emphasizes listening, cultural analysis, and discussion rather than technical performance.

4. How She Is Teaching It

Live, synchronous online instruction (1 hour per week)
12-week pilot term (March—May)

Interactive discussion and guided listening

Google Classroom for communication and assignments
Structured listening reflections and applied cultural analysis

This course is fully interactive and discussion-based. It is not prerecorded.

5. Term of the Project

Pilot Term:
First week of March through May 29

Total Duration:
12 weeks

This pilot establishes a framework that may be expanded into a full-semester offering in future terms.

6. Investment and Scope of Services
Total Pilot Investment: $11,000 for the Spring Pilot Term

This investment supports the development, implementation, and pilot delivery of a scalable music arts program accessible
across EPIC’s statewide network.

The fee includes:
Program Development

Original curriculum design tailored to EPIC adult learners
Alignment with grant objectives for music arts instruction
Development of structured modules, assignments, and assessments
Creation of measurable learning outcomes

Instructional Delivery

e 12 live instructional sessions
e Interactive facilitation and guided discussion
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e Real-time student engagement and feedback

Infrastructure and Administration

Google Classroom setup and course management
Assignment design and grading

Attendance tracking

Student progress monitoring

Documentation for grant reporting and compliance

Scalability

e Designed for access across up to 17 EPIC charter sites
e Fully virtual delivery model
e Adaptable structure for future expansion

This pilot creates a reusable instructional framework that EPIC may continue to deploy or expand in subsequent terms.

The pilot cost reflects initial curriculum development and program setup. Future terms may require adjusted pricing
depending on enrollment size and overall scale.

7. Quantitative & Reportable Items

12 live instructional sessions

12 structured assignments/reflections
Attendance and engagement tracking
Up to 30 students per cohort

Final reflection project

Documented learning outcomes

These elements provide measurable data for grant reporting.

8. What Is Needed from EPIC

Board approval

Enrollment coordination

Student promotion across sites

Confirmation regarding preferred email or Google Classroom integration

No physical classroom space is required.
No instruments, music stands, or printed sheet music are required.
All materials are digital and instructor-provided.

The course is fully virtual and accessible from any EPIC site or remotely.
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Summary

This proposal provides accessible, culturally relevant music arts instruction to adult learners across EPIC’s statewide
charter network.

The program fulfills grant requirements while establishing a scalable, discussion-based model of arts education that may
be expanded in future terms.

Board approved 2/23/2026
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