
 
 
 

 

 
Dr. Jesse Ortiz is Vice Chair of the Board of Directors of the 
Farmworkers Institute of Education and Leadership Development 
(FIELD) and Escuela Popular Instituto Campesino (EPIC) Charter 
School Board of Trustees.  
 
Dr. Ortiz was born and raised in Woodland, California and is a proud 
Woodland High School graduate. He is an alumnus of Yuba College, 
San Jose State University, Sacramento State University, and Brigham 
Young University. 
 
After nearly thirty-eight years in public education, Dr. Ortiz retired in 
2018 as the elected Yolo County Superintendent of Schools. He 
currently serves as an elected Yuba Community College District 
Trustee, and former member of the Woodland School Board and Yolo 
County Board of Education. As a former Woodland School Board 

member he was the recipient of the Golden Apple Award awarded by the Yolo County School Boards Association 
for his student-centered leadership. He is the only trustee to ever receive the award twice. 
 
His professional experience includes all levels of education; K-12, community college, and university level. He is 
a strong public education advocate in particular in enhancing educational equity for all students with a strong 
emphasis on first generation and low-income students. He believes that all employees are the most valued 
resource of any educational organization and must be treated with respect and dignity. 
 
He is currently a member of the California Community College Trustees (CCCT) Board which consist of 21 
members elected statewide by the 72 governing boards. CCCT is the policymaking body of the state in 
partnership with the California Community College League. 
 
Dr. Ortiz is a United States Marine Corps (USMC) Vietnam Era Veteran and is an advocate for Deported Veterans 
and volunteer at the Sacramento Valley National Cemetery honor guard. 
 
 

 


